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the whole region,  it is believed that the mineral deposits may
likewise be widely distributed.
The most important minerals obtained from the region under
consideration are nickel, silver, copper, and gold. The first of these
is found chiefly in the nickel-copper mines at Sudbury, which,
although previously known, were not regarded as of much importance
until attention was drawn to them in 1883. Since then they have
been extensively worked, and they now produce over four-fifths
of the world's supply of nickel, together with a considerable quantity
of copper. The ore obtained from the Sudbury mines is smelted in
the neighbourhood, nickel is refined at Port Colbome on Lake Erie,
and copper at Copper Cliff, near Sudbury; but some of the nickel-
copper matte is still sent to Swansea in South Wales. Copper is
known to exist in other parts of the Laurentian area, and important
developments are likely to take place within the next few years
in the Flin Flon district on the Manitoba-Saskatchewan boundary,
about seventy miles north of the Pas. This district has been linked
up with the Hudson Bay railway, while power is provided by a
hydro-electric installation on the Churchill. In 1903 extensive
deposits of silver were found at Cobalt, about 90 miles north-east
of Sudbury. Mining rapidly developed,- and during the four years
1910-13 the annual output of the region averaged 30,000,000 ounces.
Since then there has been a marked decline, and the present yield
at Cobalt and its outlying districts, such as Gowganda and South
Lorrain, is relatively unimportant. Along with the silver, cobalt
and nickel are also found; of the former Canada is one of the
largest producers.
The most important deposits of gold yet found in the region are
those at Porcupine, on the Hudson Bay slope of northern Ontario,
about 100 miles north-west of Cobalt. Since they were made
accessible by the opening of the Temiskaming and Northern On-
tario Railway, they have been extensively worked, with the result
that Ontario has become the chief gold-mining province in" the
Dominion, Within the same gold-bearing district as Porcupine
lie the Kirkland Lake field 65 miles S.S.E., and the Rouyn and
other fields, in the neighbouring part of Quebec; together they pro-
duce over four-fifths of the output of gold in Canada, $124,000,000
in 1937-38. In this same field about one-fifth of the copper output
of Canada was obtained in 1933-35. Iron ores occur in various parts